
PROFESSOR HEISOOK KIM ELECTED AS 
EWHA’S 16TH PRESIDENT

Professor Heisook Kim from the Department of 
Philosophy was elected as the 16th president of 
Ewha Womans University on May 26, 2017. For 
the first time in Ewha’s 131-year history, she was 
elected through a direct electoral system where all 
the members of Ewha encompassing faculty, staff, 
students, and alumnae participated. She received 
solid support from all constituent units within the 
university and was overwhelmingly supported by 
the students with the rate up to 95%. 

Under the slogan, “New Ewha, Shining World 
Together,” she announced her pledges to make 
“Ewha that is transparent and fair; Ewha where all 
members are respected; Ewha that realizes the 
true value of a university.” 

As the new president, she has inspired all mem-
bers of the university to unite and join her on the 
path to build the Ewha community unlike any oth-
ers as innovative designers of the new world.





Qualcomm, a global leader of wireless communication, provided Ewha with 
a research grant of USD 100,000. On June 7, the ‘2017 Open Evaluation 
Workshop for Ewha-Qualcomm Innovation Awards’ took place at the LG 
Convention Hall on campus. Presentations were held to foster creative hu-
man resources, targeting at the natural sciences and engineering students 
enrolled in the master’s and doctoral programs. 

Recipients of the grant are given the opportunity to present their research 
to Qualcomm Korea’s researchers and to ask for advice at the Qualcomm 
technical workshops. 20 students were selected at the final stage by the 
selection committee composed of faculty members of Ewha.  The commit-
tee comprehensively evaluated the research theses of the students, their 
analysis of trends in technology, the innovativeness of their ideas, and the 
potential influence and practicality in IT-related sectors such as wireless 
technology, mobile, multimedia, artificial intelligence, and semiconductors.

Qualcomm Korea’s CEO Lee Tae-Won delivered a message that Qualcomm 
would continuously make efforts to foster talented individuals in natural sci-
ences and engineering sectors, and to help students achieve their dreams 
through active support.

QUALCOMM PROVIDES EWHA WITH 

A RESEARCH GRANT OF $ 100,000

The ELTEC College of Engineering hosted a joint workshop with Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) from April 17 to 20.

Led by Dominique Perrault, a world-renowned architect who designed the 
Ewha Campus Complex (ECC), various programs were offered such as 
special lectures from famous Korean architects and field trips to exhibition 
centers and art museums.

After the workshop, an exhibition was held by Ewha and EPFL architecture 
students who were set to participate in the “Seoul Biennale of Architecture 
and Urbanism.” Students from both schools have worked hard since the 
winter of 2016 to participate in the event which will take place in September 
2017. This exhibition was held to check the progress on preparations for the 
Biennale and evaluated by Dominique Perrault and other prominent archi-
tects in Korea.

The joint workshop and exhibition were valuable opportunities for both 
Ewha and EPFL students to interact with one another and improve their ca-
pabilities. Using this workshop and exhibition as a stepping stone, continu-
ous collaboration between EPFL and Ewha is expected.

ARCHITECTURE DEPARTMENT HOLDS 

JOINT WORKSHOP WITH SWISS 

FEDERAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

LAUSANNE

The Robot Surgery Center of Ewha Womans University Mokdong Hospital 
has recently become the medical center with the most single-site robotic 
surgical procedures in the world by surpassing 500 cases.

On May 10, Ewha celebrated the occasion at the Ewha Womans University 
Cancer Center for Women. At the ceremony, Professor Moon Hye-sung, the 
Director of the Robot Surgery Center, said that Ewha Womans University 
Mokdong Hospital was able to make this great achievement thanks to the 
effectiveness of the center’s various laparoscopic surgery experiences, and 
its specialization matching the latest trends. She also added that the center 
will continue to make efforts to apply the single-site robotic surgery in more 
diverse fields.

The single-site robotic surgery is a highly challenging state-of-the-art opera-
tion method which inserts all surgical instruments through only one hole 
around the navel. This method leaves almost no scars, enables short hos-
pitalization period due to fast recovery, and reduces operation expenses as 
the cost of surgical instruments used is also relatively cheap.

EWHA WOMANS UNIVERSITY MOKDONG 

HOSPITAL RANKS WORLD NO. 1 IN 

SINGLE-SITE ROBOTIC SURGERY









Ewha Womans University held its first “Ewha Dialogue with 
Global Leaders” where Jennifer Morgan, the Executive Director 
of Greenpeace International, was invited as a keynote speaker. 

Under the theme of "Positive Change Through Direct Action: 
How People Power Wins," Jennifer Morgan delivered a mes-
sage on the people power which is the driving force of the 
Greenpeace environmental protection campaign. 

The lecture was followed by Q&A and free speech sessions, 
which were hosted by Prof. Won-Mog Choi, Vice President for 
International Affairs at Ewha. In these sessions, participants 
discussed various issues including denuclearization policies, 
cause for people power, and women in solving environmental 
problems.

Ewha and Greenpeace have also signed MOU for bilateral col-
laboration through internship opportunities for Ewha students, 
joint community service programs, and collaborative research 
activities.

EWHA INVITES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 

GREENPEACE INTERNATIONAL TO HOLD 

SPECIAL LECTURE AND SIGNS MOU WITH 

GREENPEACE INTERNATIONAL

Chulalongkorn University, the only royal university and the 
most prestigious university in Thailand, adopts the Korean 
language as its official major in 2018. This feat is attribut-
able to the efforts of Thai Professor Supaporn Boonrung who 
was appointed at Chulalongkorn University upon graduating 
from the Department of Korean Studies of Ewha Womans 
University. The steadfast support from the Graduate School of 
International Studies at Ewha has also been instrumental.

Supaporn Boonrung received a master’s degree in Korean 
Studies at Ewha in 2007 and was appointed as professor of 
the Korean language course at Chulalongkorn University. After 
becoming a professor in Thailand, she entered the Ph.D. pro-
gram at Ewha in March 2010 and completed her studies in 
2012.

At Chulalongkorn University, over 500 students are taking 
the Korean language as one of their liberal arts courses. The 
establishment of the Korean language major has opened an 
opportunity to produce Korean language graduates from the 
most prestigious university in Thailand.

PROFESSOR SUPAPORN BOONRUNG, 

A GRADUATE OF KOREAN STUDIES FROM 

EWHA, ESTABLISHES KOREAN MAJOR AT MOST 

PRESTIGIOUS CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY 

IN THAILAND

Chancellor Howard Gillman of University of California, Irvine 
(UCI) visited Ewha Womans University on June 23, accom-
panied by a delegation including Prof. Victoria Jones, Dean 
of Global Affairs and Prof. Shin Hye-won, Director of Korea 
Relations, to promote cooperation between the two institu-
tions. 

The MOU between UCI and Ewha was first signed in 2013 
to foster institutional exchanges at faculty and student levels 
and to carry out joint research. Since then, the two universities 
have maintained a collaborative relationship at various levels. 
In 2015, UCI also agreed with Ewha’s College of Pharmacy to 
boost research cooperation and student exchanges.

Both parties discussed further cooperation possibilities for fac-
ulty and student exchanges, innovative research activities, and 
continuing education programs. 

DELEGATION LED BY CHANCELLOR OF 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE VISITS 

EWHA



DELEGATION LED BY 

CHANCELLOR OF FREE UNIVERSITY OF 

BERLIN VISITS EWHA

The delegation of the Free University of Berlin led by its chan-
cellor, Peter-André Alt, visited Ewha on March 3.

The delegation and the officials of Ewha discussed measures to 
promote collaboration between the two universities. Chancellor 
Alt, who visited Korea for the first time after his inauguration in 
2010, specifically inquired about the history, the research perfor-
mances, the educational infrastructure, and the global network 
of Ewha Womans University. 

Since the exchange student agreement in 2009, Ewha and the 
Free University of Berlin have continued to exchange students, 
and 21 students from Ewha participated in the program with 
scholarships. Through this visit, the collaboration between the 
two institutions will be further expanded. 

EWHA SIGNS MOU WITH 

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

AND HOLDS SPECIAL LECTURE

Ewha signed MOU with the University of South Carolina to 
expand collaboration between the two universities. Paul Allen 
Miller, Vice Provost and Director of Global Carolina, visited 
Ewha on March 9 and gave a special lecture to Ewha students 
under the theme of, ‘Theory Does not Exist.’

Since the beginning of the partnership through an institutional 
agreement between the colleges of education of the two univer-
sities in 2009, the scope of the exchange has been expanded 
to the entire university level through the recent MOU. Currently, 
an active partnership with the Department of English Language 
and Literature of Ewha is underway, and a 'three-party joint 
conference' for the academic exchange, including National 
Taiwan University, is set to be held this autumn.
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